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When time s
short...

Here’s one subject they
don’t teach in law school:
Death.

Timothy Tosta, a land use
partner in Luce, Forward,
Hamilton & Scripps’ San
Francisco office, has written
a book about how to sit with
a dying person. He has some
personal experience: Twenty
year ago, at 41, doctors told
him he had cancer and had
two years to live.

Tosta’s thoughts are deep,
but his advice is short. The
book—#DEATHtweet Book 02: 140 Perspectives on Being A
Supportive Witness to the End of Life—offers 140 tips, each
less than 140 characters long. It can even be downloaded
as an iPhone app. He notes that books of this nature tend
to be tomes written by doctors or religious leaders. “Death
is much simpler than that,” Tosta said. His book is a half-
hour read. “Because of the nature of the tweet format,
you have to get to the essence of what you're saying.
There’s no screwing around.” —AMANDA BRONSTAD

DANGEROUS WEAPON Florida pastor Terry Jones has
shot and wounded his car. The Detroit Free Press reported
that Jones’ licensed .40-caliber pistol accidentally fired
into the floorboard while he was entering the car fol-
lowing a television interview. Jones has been in court
fighting for a permit to stage a protest outside a Dearborn,
Mich., mosque. In March, Jones sparked deadly riots in
Afghanistan by burning a Quran. —MicsAEL MOLINE
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CONTEXT COUNTS Theodore Boutrous Jr. of Gibson, Dunn
& Crutcher recalls that, last December, he was at the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit for oral arguments over
California’s Proposition 8 when word
came down that the U.S. Supreme
Court would hear another Gibson
Dunn case, Wal-Mart v. Dukes, the big
labor dlass action. “So I was out doing
an interview,” he said recently. “They
wanted me to do an interview first
for NBC on Dukes, then on Prop 8.
So I'm standing there...and I thought, ‘I better look behind
me.” And I look behind me and there’s a guy behind me
with a big sign that said, ‘One Nation Under God. Not the
9th Circuit.” Oh my God—if that were the backdrop for the
interview! So we moved them.” —AMANDA BRONSTAD

THEODORE BOUTROUS JR.

The court of God is bigger than
any worldly court.

Mukhtar Mai, after the Pakistan Supreme
Court acquitted five men accused of gang
raping her. The rape was allegedly ordered
by a village council to punish her brother.

EXAM JITTERS The University of Florida Levin College
of Law suspended professor Kenneth Nunn for a week for
pushing a law student during final exams. The Gainesville
Sun reported that Nunn mistakenly believed he had
reserved a specific room in which to administer his crimi-
nal law exam. In fact, that room was already being used by
students taking a tax exam. A confrontation ensued, and
Nunn pushed the tax student with both hands. The sus-
pension was not too disruptive to Nunn'’s teaching sched-
ule. It took place during spring break. —KAREN SLOAN



